Letetia "Tish" A. Rawles
August 31, 2017

Letetia Anna “Tish” Rawles, 69, passed away Thursday morning, August 31, 2017 at the
Laurels of Mt. Vernon in Mt. Vernon, OH, following an extended illness. Tish was born
February 28, 1948 in Dyersburg, TN. She was a 1965 graduate of Indian Lake High
School in Logan County, OH, and went on to earn her Bachelors Degree in Counseling
from Cleveland State University. A kind, loving and gentle soul, she spent most of her
career teaching in various Catholic Schools. She had a heart and a passion to inform,
educate and combat human trafficking. She was ordained as a Catholic Priest in 2015 and
became a member of the Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests. Following her
ordination, her ministry became helping residents of her retirement communities with
transition and grief issues. She had a wonderful laugh and smile and, wherever she was,
touched the lives and hearts of many people. Tish will be fondly remembered by all who
knew her.
In addition to a host of friends, she is survived by a cousin Jim Ford, his wife Kelly and
their son Colton, all of Dyersburg, TN.
In accordance with her wishes and in keeping with her Native American traditions, Tish
was buried in the green burial section of Preble Memory Gardens Cemetery in West
Alexandria, OH following a brief ceremony. A Mass of Christian Burial will take place in
July of 2018 at the Annual Meeting of the ARCWP. Arrangements entrusted to the Robert
L. Crooks Funeral Center, West Alexandria.
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Comments

“

Tish and I were ordained Deacons together in Cincinnati and later I co-presider with
her at her first liturgy. Our dreams came true together. What an amazing time for us!
What a loving, caring woman and daughter of the Holy One! Kathie

Kathleen Ryan - September 20, 2017 at 09:11 PM

“

Tish was a courageous woman who risked everything to be ordained a priest in the
Association of Roman Catholic Women Priests. Not only was she excommunicated, but
she was dismissed from her religious order when this courageous, prophetic act became
public. She ministered to the sick and dying in her Assisted Living Facility in Cincinnati,
Ohio. She loved being a priest and we were blessed by her deep spirituality.
May you sing and dance with the angels and pray for us that many more courageous
women, like you, will join us!
Bridget - September 20, 2017 at 09:44 PM

“

Tish was an inspiration to many of us with her unflagging enthusiasm and energy around all
things ARCWP. She was a beautiful person who cared deeply for others and ministered to
those in need of the Holy One's touch.
Dennis
Dennis McDonald - September 20, 2017 at 10:11 PM

“

Tish had the most tenacious spirit of anyone I knew. She was single hearted and single
minded...and followed her heart. I first met her at a liturgy in Cincinnati and we talked about
the consequences of her choice to be a priest...she said, "God gave me the vocation and I
will be a priest..I am a priest...everything else will fall into place." And it did...she shattered
many cultural norms-and that is good.
Diane Dougherty
Diane - September 20, 2017 at 10:18 PM

“

Tish loved her Cherokee heritage which is something that we have in common. Some of us
spent a long weekend together at my home in Indianapolis. Much laughter, prayer, fun, fall
color and meals together knitted us into a "family". That memory is forever a part of me, I
will cherish her forever.
Mary Weber
Mary Weber - October 30, 2017 at 07:08 PM

“

For some reason "Sr. Tish" came into my mind today. I was going to send her a facebook
message and googled her and saw of her passing. She was my 8th grade teacher 30 years
ago. My sincerest sympathy to all who knew her. I wish I would have connected sooner. We
had a special bond as I let her record me for her classes in psychology at Cleveland State.
May she rest in peace.
Vanessa Hudak - January 10, 2018 at 06:54 PM

