L. “Tom” Preston
February 11, 2020

Leslie Thompson Preston, better known as Tom, age 87, of New Lebanon, Ohio went to
be with the Lord on Tuesday, February 11, 2020. Born June 18, 1932 in Junction City,
Kentucky, Tom was the son of Ishmael and Mallie Preston and brother to Francis, Emma,
Harold and Betty. Tom, a highly decorated veteran of the Korean War, he graduated with a
Master’s Degree in Industrial Engineering from the University of Dayton and retired from
Dayton Tire, DP&L and Wright Patterson Air Force Base. Tom was a quiet and thoughtful
man, an intellectual and patriot who worked hard all his life. He spoke little but when he
did people listened.
Tom is survived by his son and daughter in law: Ron and Tori Preston, grandchildren:
Nicholas and Rebecca Preston of Springfield, Missouri; daughter and son in law: Pam and
Jeff Luikart, grandchildren: Nick, Nathan, Noah and Meghann Luikart, great grandchildren:
Colt Meyers and Harrison Luikart, all of Athens, Ohio and numerous nieces, nephews,
family and friends throughout the community and the country.
Tom was preceded in death by his parents, all siblings save for younger sister Betty, and
his beloved wife Vivian.
Tom was a private person. The family has decided that arrangements will be private and
for the family only. Thank you for understanding and please feel free to leave condolences
and memories here on the funeral home website.

Comments

“

I spent quite a bit of time at the Peston household and I always remember
Mr.Preston's quiet authority. He was always welcoming and hospitable. Usually
watching a Historical movie or show or reading a Historical book of some kind. A very
studious and intelligent man but kind to we friends that came by to visit Ron. Always
felt welcome by he and Mrs. Preston. My condolences to Ron, Pam and their
respective families in the passing of their dad, and grandfather. Thank you to Mr.
Preston for your service to this great country. I honor the memory of a great
generation that is passing from us but will always love in our memories!
Randy Beare

Randy Beare - February 15 at 08:31 AM

“

Sujon Roy lit a candle in memory of L. “Tom” Preston

Sujon Roy - February 15 at 07:16 AM

“

Mr. Preston. Knew of him as a child. He was Pam's dad and Mrs. Preston's (librarian)
husband. Never knew him well then. When I became a follower of Christ and called
to ministry I recall many telling me they would be praying for me. He and Mrs.
Preston pulled me into the church library and started praying that day. Young men
should be able to learn from Godly men. Condolences to the family and their loss. My
Hallelujah's to heaven for another Child of The King has gone home. Hugs to Ron
and Pam.

Dennis Wylie - February 14 at 03:45 PM

“

He was my dad. He taught me and my sister about Jesus. He cultivated my creative
and esoteric sides with discussions of film, theater, the arts and philosophy. He
taught me about jazz and Brando, Clift and Dean, the holy trinity of acting. My dad
once met Duke Ellington at the Blue Note in Chicago. He sang like Bing in the
shower. He taught me about Sinatra, Frankie Layne and Billy Ekstine, his personal
favorites. He took my mom to see Elvis, Fats Domino, Buddy Holly and Jerry Lee. He

believed, as opposed to my conspiracy theory, that Oswald was the lone gunman. He
was a packrat and hoarder, who tried to fill the empty spaces with stuff. He was my
hero. We disagreed strongly at times but he cultivated in me and my sister that we
had opinions and we could express them even though they might have clashed with
his. He nearly kicked me out of the house for voting for Reagan in 1980 but came
around two years later. Lots to relate but not the space or time. He was my dad and I
loved him. He’s in a better place and he’s with Mom now.
Ron Preston - February 14 at 07:06 AM

“

“

My condolences to you all ! He was special me I’ll miss him very much ! Prayers
judith collins - February 14 at 11:23 AM

Tom was a wonderful Christian man. We counted him and Vivian as friends. We
know he is with our Lord now. So sorry for your loss. Prayers

Marvin and Betty Watkins - February 13 at 08:53 PM

“

“

Thank you Marvin and Betty. Ron and Pam and family.
Pam and Jeff Luikart - February 13 at 10:09 PM

Marvin And Betty Watkins lit a candle in memory of L. “Tom” Preston

Marvin and Betty Watkins - February 13 at 08:51 PM

“

Judith Collins lit a candle in memory of L. “Tom” Preston

judith collins - February 13 at 08:46 PM

“

He was a part of my life for the last three years ! Caring for him after he lost his beloved
wife . He said introduce me to him and we hit it off just like that we had lots of fun I hope I
made his life easier and more joyful ! He will speak about his children and how much he
loved them and was proud of them and always missed his loving wife . Then he would
share his days in Korea very political man also he was kind hearted and I’m going to miss
his smile and he would always call me his angel! I want to thank his family for giving me the
time and the years I’ll never forget him he will always be in my heart may you rest in
heaven
judith collins - February 14 at 10:50 AM

“

Kathy Gilmore lit a candle in memory of L. “Tom” Preston

Kathy Gilmore - February 13 at 10:07 AM

“

Kim Penkal lit a candle in memory of L. “Tom” Preston

Kim Penkal - February 13 at 08:05 AM

