Rev. Harold Paul Combs
October 16, 2018

Rev. Harold Paul Combs, 87, went to be with the Lord on Tuesday, October 16, 2018. Rev.
Combs, a longtime resident of Franklin, Ohio, was fully committed to the vows of marriage
with his bride of 64 years, Rosalie Combs. Born on November 7, 1930, in Clayhole,
Kentucky, to the late Nathan and Eva Combs, Harold matriculated at Grace College in
Winona Lake, Indiana, for one year before enlisting in the US Army, where he proudly
served our nation from 1951 until 1953 as a company clerk and medic during the Korean
War. Following his military service he enrolled and graduated from Lees College in
Jackson, Kentucky, where he met and married Rosalie Taulbee. He then graduated from
Morehead State College in Morehead, Kentucky with a Bachelor's Degree in Education,
and later earned a Masters Degree from Xavier University. A career educator in schools
located in Jackson, Kentucky, as well as in Waynesville and Carlisle, Ohio, Mr. Combs
was widely esteemed by thousands of students during his 27 years in education.
Rev. Combs was a faithful follower of Jesus Christ. He accepted Christ as his Savior in
July, 1943, and was devoted to serving his Heavenly Father throughout the remainder of
his life. He freely expressed how grateful he was that his wife, Rosalie, was both active
and supportive of his fifty years of ministry, which included the Clayhole Grace Brethren
Church (Ky.), Glenwood Grace Brethren Church (Oh.), and most recently at the Calvary
Grace Brethren Church in Kettering, Ohio, where his son, Rev. Mark Combs, is pastor.
Rosalie, served faithfully in many capacities in each of these churches, so together they
were highly respected as a dynamic ministry team.
He is survived by his beloved wife Rosalie; three sons, Paul D. Combs (Antoinette); Mark
W. Combs (Chris) and Timothy L. Combs (Becky); as well as twelve grandchildren, David
and Kristi Lynn Combs (Dec.), Anna Moorman (Eric), Luke (Briana), Caleb, Andrew
(Katie), Stephen (Mary), Micah, Joshua, Jacob, Hannah (Dec) and Rachel Combs, as well
as one great-grandchild, Emma Combs, who brought tremendous joy to his life the past
three years. He is also survived by his sister, Edie Meadows, as well as many nieces and
nephews who adored their Godly brother and uncle. In addition to his parents, he is
preceded in death by siblings, Suzie, Georgia, Gordon, Edward and Charles Combs.

Friends are invited to greet the family from 1:00 - 2:30 PM Sunday at the Robert L. Crooks
Funeral Center at Preble Memory Gardens - 3377 US Rt. 35 - West Alexandria, OH. A Life
Celebration Service will follow at 2:30 PM with Pastors Mark W. Combs, Robert P. Combs
and Timothy L. Combs presiding. Burial Preble Memory Gardens Cemetery. Family and
friends may share memories and condolences online at www.rlcfc.com.
.

Cemetery

Events

Preble Memory Gardens

OCT

Cemetery

21

3377 US Rt. 35 E.

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:30PM

Robert L. Crooks Funeral Center
3377 US Rt. 35, West Alexandria, OH, US,

West Alexandria, OH, 45381

45381

OCT Funeral Service
21

02:30PM

Robert L. Crooks Funeral Center
3377 US Rt. 35 E., West Alexandria, OH, US,
45381

Comments

“

A Song About Baseball
Saturdays on the baseball field,
and me afraid of the ball...
Baseball caps and bubble gum,
I think there's a hole in my glove.
3 and 2, life and death,
I was swinging with eyes closed,
holding my breath,
I was dying, on my way to the bench.
But none of it mattered after the game,
when my father would find me and call out my name.
A soft drink, a snow cone, a candy bar,
a limousine ride in the family car.
He loved me no matter how I played.
He loved me no matter how I played...
Dreaming of glory the next time out,
my father showed me what love was about.
He loved me no matter how I played.
He loved me no matter how I played.
By Bob Bennett

Tim Combs - October 21, 2018 at 10:53 AM

“
“

That's beautiful!!..I am so sorry about your daddy.. prayers from Minnesota
Joanna - October 21, 2018 at 11:18 PM

Little Brother, Dad, Mom, Mark and l saw you play many little league baseball games and l
do not recall you being afraid of the ball. Still, l think this song and poem wonderfully
captures how Dad was so proud of you whether you got on base or not, or whether you
even won the game or not. His love for us three boys was unconditional and never
wavered. May we love others like he did, and how Jesus still does. Love ya.
Paul - October 23, 2018 at 09:07 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Rev. Harold Paul Combs.

October 20, 2018 at 04:05 PM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Rev. Harold Paul Combs.

October 20, 2018 at 12:02 PM

“

I have so many memories of my Uncle Harold Paul from his harmonica playing, his
laughter, story telling, and his love for me. I remember how he always said “Jesus
loves you and so do I.” with a great big smile and a hug. It was genuine and I knew
he meant it. Never did God create a sweeter man than Uncle Harold Paul. He will be
missed by everyone that knew him. Jesus loves you Uncle HP and so do I.

jana Gilbert - October 20, 2018 at 11:13 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Rev. Harold Paul Combs.

October 20, 2018 at 08:52 AM

“

I remember HP playing his harmonica at our family reunion and his pleasant
personality. My deepest condolences to his immediate family. He will truly be missed.

Laura Howson - October 19, 2018 at 09:18 PM

“

Viv and I have the greatest respect for Harold and all of the family. Harold is more
alive now than he ever has been. We remember him as a wonderful friend and
encourager and faithful to the Lord! Our prayer are with you.
Tad and Viv Hobert

Tad Hoberrt - October 19, 2018 at 08:41 PM

“

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Rev. Harold Paul Combs.

October 19, 2018 at 03:42 PM

“

You all are one of the most Christ-like families I have ever known. I am confident you
are letting God comfort you and strengthen you. I love you dearly and am praying for
you.
Norma McMurry

Norma McMurry - October 19, 2018 at 02:54 PM

“

Tender Tribute was purchased for the family of Rev. Harold Paul Combs.

October 19, 2018 at 11:44 AM

“

Dear Rosalie,
I pray that you feel God's presence and comfort. How I long to be with you and put
my arms around you. I love you so very much. I've been humming the song that
says, "I've got more to go to Heaven for than I had yesterday." I smile when I think of
all my relatives visiting in Heaven. In just a blink of an eye, we'll all be together -praising our Savior forever and ever and living and loving one another as God
intended. All my love to the entire family. From the cousin you never met, Melody.

Melody Harper - October 18, 2018 at 11:40 PM

“

I will always remember Pastor Harold Combs as a warm, loving, and humble man of
God who consistently demonstrated his love of God by loving others! I just loved to
hear him play the hymn " l will praise Him" on his harmonica. That's exactly what he
did every time I saw him; praising the Lord!
Pastor, I love you and will greatly miss you.
Brother Lee Bradley

Lee Bradley - October 18, 2018 at 10:09 PM

“

Dear Rosalie, Paul, Mark, and Tim,
My heart aches with you at the loss of your dear husband and dad. I always knew
him as Harold Paul because that's what Georgia called him. (And Georgia had
"adopted" my husband Min into her family, and then me and my girls too.) I
remember him from church and family gatherings. He was a gracious, faithful man
and you have a legacy to carry on.
May Jesus wrap you in His arms as you begin this grief journey. He is faithful.
Love and prayers,
Dorothy Hsu Seitzinger

Dorothy Seitzinger - October 18, 2018 at 04:07 PM

“

My thoughts& prayers for the family, enjoyed his harmonica and his leadership in the word.
He always told me that jesus loves me and so did he!
Paul leonard - October 19, 2018 at 08:21 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Rev. Harold Paul Combs.

October 18, 2018 at 12:59 PM

“

Gonna miss you Uncle HP. I wish I could be there to say goodbye but I am there in
spirit. Love you
Krista

Krista Hubbard - October 18, 2018 at 11:36 AM

“

Wish I could be with you. We always thought we were brother and sister. We are sad
he s gone but I can hear H.P.and Uncle Blake playing on their harmonica. Of course
Uncle Blake did not have a harmonica. We always looked forward to our Landrum
reunion because we all came from double cousins. Landrum/
Combs. Love you Rosa lie praying for you. Red sends her love also. She has been
telling her son in law all about H.P... it supposed to be Ree Ruth Marie and loosely.

Loiskay - October 18, 2018 at 11:30 AM

“

On behalf of the Commodore Preble Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution,
I send our condolences on the loss of your family member Rev. Harold Paul Combs,
a U.S. Army veteran. Thank you for his service to our country.

Jane Morell Smith - October 18, 2018 at 08:13 AM

“

You were my pastor at Clayhole Grace Brethren. You were an inspiration to me in
showing me the love of Jesus Christ. You were a man who loved everyone and
everyone knew it. I loved to sit and listen to you and your brother J. Gordon sharing
stories and laughing uproariously. I will always remember you saying that the Word
of God is sharper than a two-edged sword. Farewell my brother in Christ!
James O. Deaton.

James O. Deaton - October 18, 2018 at 06:38 AM

“

I will miss that harmonica playing in person but I will cherish these CDs you made
Uncle HP! I will never forget that you love me and Jesus loves me too. Thank you for
your love and support, hugs and kisses throughout my entire life.

melissa Knuckles - October 17, 2018 at 11:17 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Rev. Harold Paul
Combs.

October 17, 2018 at 11:07 PM

