Bernice Sims
January 4, 1934 - September 11, 2011

Bernice Sims, age 77, of Eaton, OH, passed away peacefully on Sunday morning,
September 11, 2011 following a lengthy illness. Born in Uniontown, Alabama, she was a
daughter of the late Tom & Mable (Bell) Howard. She worked for many years in child care
services and was last employed and retired from Preble County Children's Services.
Baptized in 1977, she was a member of the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses in
Eaton. She loved to travel and was able to visit numerous states and see many sights. An
impeccable seamstress, Bernice took great care in all that she made. That great care was
also seen in her love for cooking for family and friends. She also served as the family
historian, keeping careful records of generations past. In addition to her parents, she is
preceded in death by husband Willie Sims, Sr. in 1992: step father Will Smith: brothers
Cornelius Howard, William Howard, Joseph Howard, and Cleophus Howard: and sister
Luella English.
Survived by daughter Yolanda Sims of Eaton: brothers Gaston (Minnie) Howard of Dayton,
OH and Asberry Smith of Springfield, OH: sisters-in-law Sumothia Howard and Tina
Howard both of Springfield: step sons Willie J. Sims, Jr. of Georgia and Robert Heard of
California: 4 step grandchildren: numerous nieces, nephews, great and great great nieces
and nephews; other family, numerous friends; and a large worldwide Association of
Spiritual Brotherhood.
A memorial service for Bernice will be held 2:00 PM Sunday, September 18, 2011 at the
Robert L. Crooks Funeral Center at Preble Memory Gardens - 3377 US Rt. 35 - West
Alexandria, OH. Friends may come and visit with the family prior to the service from 1:00 2:00 PM. Mark Hoffman will officiate. Online guestbook and condolences may be sent via
http://www.rlcfc.com.
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Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Robert L. Crooks Funeral Center
3377 US Rt. 35, West Alexandria, OH, US, 45381

SEP
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Memorial Service

02:00PM

Robert L. Crooks Funeral Center
3377 US Rt. 35, West Alexandria, OH, US, 45381

Comments

“

Mere words cannot begin to express the loss I feel. My aunt was more than just an
aunt, she was like my big sister, my other mother...she was my rock! I could talk to
her about anything and she always, always knew what to say and what advice to
give. We talked almost everyday and we laughed together all the time. She was
always so encouraging and had a positive word. She was an extremely strong
woman who was kind, thoughtful and generous. I'm still stunned and I miss her so
much! When things did not go my way, she would say..."well, you just have to accept
it and put one foot in front of the other and move on"...she was always right.
Yo, I'm so glad that I was able to spend time with you before and after the memorial
service. I know you will be fine...you're strong (like Bernice) and you'll just put one
foot in front of the other and keep moving on. Remember, I love you and I'm here for
you...Take extra good care and be gentle with yourself.
Much Love,
Your Cuz, Glo

Gloria Hawkins - Altamonte Springs, FL - Niece - September 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Yolanda,
What a beautiful, kind, and wonderful woman your mother was. I am so sorry for your
loss. I will keep you in my prayers. God Bless

Janet Daily - September 23, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

What an honor to have known such a caring and beautiful person.

Theresa - OH - friend - September 19, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

God has come and taken a true Dove on home. She will truly be missed on earth
she's gone to be with family in heaven. LOVE YOU. Yolanda stay strong God is with
you sending you all my Love.
Mable

Mable Battle - Cleveland, OH - Neice - September 18, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Aunt Bernice was full of wisdom and good advise. She was the sweetest person to
Shawn and our family. I am so glad our son Shawn Jr. got a chance to spend time
with his great great Aunt Bernice. He really enjoyed his Aunt Bernice but called her
Aunt Niecy. Yolonda we love you and our prayers are with you and Aunt Bernice.

Rhonda and Shawn Hawkins - Altamonte Springs, FL - Great Aunt to Shawn Hawkins - September 18, 2011 at
12:00 AM

“

The thought of Bernice brings a smile to my face. She was such a sweet lady who
cared about the people she was around...It was a pleasure working with her at the
Childrens home. I regret I cannot come to the service or visitation as I will be working
at the Pork Festival, please know Yolanda, you have my sympathy!

Jane - Eaton, OH - friend and former coworker - September 16, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Yolanda,
In the short time I spent with Bernice....I fell in love with her! My heart goes out to you
and your family through this time of loss. She will be greatly missed. Love and
prayers
Merry Jo

Merry Jo Dane - Eaton, OH - friend - September 15, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Yolanda,
You and your family are in our thoughts and prayers.
Mic & Penny McGuire

Mic and Penny McGuire - Eaton, OH - friend - September 15, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Yolanda,
Sorry for your loss. I never met your mother but do remember you speaking of her. I
know she will be greatly missed by many. Take care and know that you, the family
and friends are in my prayers!

La Gina Koeller - Eaton, OH - September 14, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Bernice was always "upbeat".....Always a smile and beautiful attitude.
I knew Bernice from the Lakengren Women's Club. It was always a pleasure to meet
up with her. I admired her strength during her illness. She has left a heart warming
memory.

Elsie Burkle - Eaton, OH - friend - September 14, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

To Yolanda
My heart goes out to you for taking care my aunt and giving her the love and support
she needed. She was loved by many people including myself. I know you will miss
her very much. i just want you to know that she loved you dearly and she isnt
suffering any more. She in heaven with her mother, father sister and brothers they
are now rejoicing her enter the gates of heaven. I love and miss my aunt. You just
keep your head up and everything will be alright.
Love Youd Very Much

Natosha Howard - columbus, OH - niece - September 14, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolescences are with the Sims family during this time of bereavement. Our
prayers are with you, Love you.

Laura Jacksonj - Birmingham, AL - Neice - September 14, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Yolanda,
I love you cousin, I have the most foundest memories of Aunt Bernice. She had the
sweetest smile and all the hugs and love a person could stand. I will always keep
that close to my heart. I wish my children would have been blessed enough to grow
around her as I did. You are in my prayers and always in my heart.
Love
Tomra

Tomra Howard - Cleveland, OH - Great Niece - September 13, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Yolanda,
Time cannot erase the memory of many years we had you and your Mom & Dad as
neighbors on Skodborg Dr. Since that time we have moved in different directions in
life but always stayed in touch. Your Mom always brought a smile to my face through
her kind, caring voice and happy go lucky personality. She has passed those special
gifts on to you and you have embraced them well. I will miss Bernice and hold her
memory close to my heart always.

Melissa (Kaiser) Blumenthal - Charlotte, NC - Friend - September 13, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I left home for college in 1981 and met Yolanda Sims at Miami University and we
have been friends ever since. I fondly recall Yo's mom, Bernice, welcoming me into
her home when I was far away from mine, cooking great meals for us, sharing stories
and laughter. Bernice was a kind and gentle soul and she will be remembered fondly
and missed very much.

Renée Hageman - Wheaton, IL - Friend - September 13, 2011 at 12:00 AM

